
“Providing an opportunity for multiple myeloma patients and their loved ones to                                     
come together to exchange information for mutual support, comfort, and friendship” 

Meeting:          Meetings will resume when we are allowed to gather at the address below.                
                        451 Junction Road 
                        Madison, WI   
                        UW West Clinic Room 1287 
Enter the clinic… turn left and walk down a short hall...turn left again and conference room 1287 is the 
last one on the left.  
 
Group Information:   
Jayne Schwartz   608- 244-2120                              Madison Multiple Myeloma Support Group website 
schwartzdon@sbcglobal.net                                     madisonmultiplemyeloma.org 
 
Mailing Address:       Wisconsin Multiple Myeloma Support Group    
                                   3309 Chicago Avenue    Madison, WI 53714-1815  

Information Sources :             
International Myeloma Foundation (IMF)                   Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation(MMRF)
Phone:   800 - 452 - 2873                                             Phone: 203 - 972 - 1250              
Email: TheIMF@myeloma.org                                    Email: info@themmrf.org   
Website: www.myeloma.org                                        Website: www.multiplemyeloma.org 
 

May 2021 Myeloma Newsletter 

Upcoming speakers- 
Michelle Lakner, Nurse Practitioner for the UW Carbone Cancer will be out featured speaker at July's 
meeting.  More information to follow.  I will be collecting questions ahead of this meeting.  Those 
questions will become the starting point of her Q & A . 

Dr Timothy Schmidt, from the UW Carbone Cancer Center will be our featured speaker for the May 
virtual meeting.  He will be talking about genetics and chromosome testing and what it all means. He 
will be joining us at 4:30pm.  

Please send me your questions for our upcoming July meeting with Michelle Lakner, Nurse Practitioner
from the UW Carbone Cancer center.  Send them to me via schwartzjayneanddon@gmail.com

Thank you!
Thank you  to Corrie and Ron for their generous contribution to our group. I will be putting that 
towards the printing and mailing of our newsletter.  It is very much appreciated.  

mailto:schwartzdon@sbcglobal.net
mailto:schwartzjayneanddon@gmail.com


From Dr Durie's latest support group leaders session- 

Included with the newsletter is the CDC's “Choosing Safer Activities” chart.  Dr Durie points out that 
some activities are listed with and without masks.  See the illustrations to the left and right of the 
activities.  Some characters are wearing masks and some without.  Carefully judge the risk of each 
activity and make a safe choice for yourself.  Consider also, if you are currently in active treatment.  

Dr Durie was also asked about the antibody testing.  He mentioned that there are two types of antibody 
testing and that the “Neutralizing Antibody” test is the one he believes is more appropriate to evaluate 
what level of response you had to the vaccine.  Found this definition when searching for information 
about the test.  Hope this makes it clear why this might be the preferred test.  

Neutralizing Antibody (NAb) Test 

A neutralizing antibody (NAb) is an antibody that defends a cell from an antigen or infectious body by 
neutralizing any effect it has biologically. NAbs against therapeutic proteins or peptides can 
significantly decrease the efficacy of these drug candidates, which is why NAb test serves as a crucial 
aspect in immunogenicity test.

Also included is the new tip card from the IMF on the recently FDA approved Pepaxto (melphalan 
flufenamide).  This it the new alkylating drug approved in combination with Dex.  

Adding to the attachments is the chart that illustrates the treatment combinations: “Now and Then”.
Very interesting chart.  Research and development have come a long way since the early days.  

Our virtual meetings will now be on the Zoom platform.  Meeting times will be in the newsletter as 
these Zoom invitations will be a reoccurring meeting format. 

Our meeting for May will be from 4:00pm until 5:30pm. Dr Timothy Schmidt will be our featured 
speaker and will join us at  4:30pm

IMF SG Meeting Room 3 is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Madison, WI SG 3rd Tue Monthly
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime

Join Zoom Meeting
https://myeloma-org.zoom.us/j/84457667535?pwd=V0lJTDNQU2FOZ1hMUkFaRmJBc0Qzdz09

Meeting ID: 844 5766 7535
Passcode: 678275
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,84457667535#,,,,*678275# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,84457667535#,,,,*678275# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)



        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 844 5766 7535
Passcode: 678275
Find your local number: https://myeloma-org.zoom.us/u/kyMbCRs05

IMF Info Line – If you or someone you care for has Myeloma, you have questions. Probably, lots of them. You can 
search the Internet all you want, but other than asking your doctor, there is no better way to get your questions 
answered than to call the IMF Info Line.   Missy, Judy and Paul know their stuff and they want to share what they 
know with you. Just ask anyone who has called the IMF Info Line. Patients or caregivers are welcome to contact the 
Info Line staffed by trained specialists at 800-452-CURE (800-452-2873).  The Info Line is staffed between 9am and 
4pm Pacific Time, 11am to 6pm Central time or infoline@myeloma.org.   

The Trillium Fund was established by our founding support group members to facilitate Multiple Myeloma research 
here in Madison at the Wisconsin Institute of Medical Research. If you or your family wish to donate or send a 
memorial to this program, checks can be made payable to the “UW Foundation – Trillium Fund” and sent to UW 
Carbone Cancer Center, University of Wisconsin Foundation, 1848 University Ave, Madison, WI 53726.   Donations 
may also be made online at www.supportuw.org/give  (Trillium Fund in Multiple Myeloma Research – 112903576). 
For any questions, please call Daniel Rosen at (608) 264-5437 or email curecancer@supportuw.org . 

mailto:curecancer@supportuw.org
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